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Aims of the film and its use
The dvd shows sequences of behaviour of a three and a half year old girl in four differ-
ent situations.  The sequences concentrate on her beha viour with an adult. They include:

¥ The child playing with her mum at home
¥ Trying to leave the child with grandparents
¥ The child at playgroup
¥ The child in a series of one to one interactions with  an adult previously unknown

to the child

The sequences are ideal for practising written records as none lasts longer than six min-
utes.  Through observing the same child in different s ituations students can see the impor-
tance of not relying on single observation sessions.

Example observations and evaluations are given for each  sequence.

Narrative observations

A narrative observation involves  watching a child or  group of children, and writing down
as much as possible of what you are seeing. It is norma lly written in the present tense
because you are recording what you are seeing at the time.  It can be useful to decide
on some simple abbreviations before you start to speed  up note taking if events are hap-
pening quickly. It is important to record information rel evant to your original aim and to
remember that your main focus is the child you are observ ing. Do describe the setting
before you start. When you have finished your observat ion you should write it out again
in long hand so that it can be easily understood by others.

Evaluations

The observation material is then examined carefully and  relevant points in terms of the
original aim picked out. This evidence is now analysed to see what it tells about the child
or situation. It can be put into context by linking it with  knowledge of child development
and theory. If needed this evaluation can be used  to  make recommendations concern-
ing the child/children or setting. 
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1. Megan With Her Mum

Aim of observation

To observe the behaviour of Megan, a three and a half year old girl, playing with her
mother.  To assess her developmental level and relati onship with her mother.

Setting

Megan and her mother are together at home.

Observation

1.
Megan is sitting with her mother on the floor playi ng with playdough on an upturned 
basket.  They have made a little man.
Megan says ÒheÕs got no eyesÓ.
Mum makes eyes.
Megan mimes the use of other face parts and their u ses and fixes a tiny nose to the face.
Megan laughs and smiles to her mum and says Òhe has nÕt got feetÓ.
Megan fixes the man and cradles him gently, talking  to him Òlittle man, little manÓ.
Megan asks Òwhy donÕt we put some trousers on him?Ó .
Megan looks smiles and talks to her mum frequently.
Megan laughs and says Òlittle round feetÓ and picks  up some peas they made earlier and says
Òpeas feetÓ and then ÒhereÕs big feet penguinÓ and then ÒheÕs like an aeroplane mamÓ.
Megan fixes on the little feet.
Mum says ÒthatÕs betterÓ.
Megan sits back smiling and widening her eyes appea ring pleased with her efforts.

2.
A little later mum suggests making something else a nd then perhaps playing with the lego.
Megan shakes her head and gets up to leave  Òno wan t to play with legoÓ.  Mum 
misunderstands so questions her further and tells h er to put the playdough away first if
she wants to play with the lego.
Megan flaps her hands.
Mum asks her why they need to put the playdough awa y.
Megan says Òsquash itÓ and starts to put the pieces  away carefully fitting them into the
box.
Megan wants to put them in a different box but when  her mum explains why the first box
is best she accepts and carries on putting them awa y in the airtight box.  Mum says ÒthatÕs
my fish, chips and peasÓ.
Megan says Òyou can eat them in the morning mamÓ.
Megan asks Òwhat would you do if the little man was  stuck to your nose?Ó and laughs
while she finishes putting the playdough in the box .
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