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Aims of the film and its use

This production contains source materials rich in examples  of social, emotional, commu-
nication and language development. The sequences are a rranged chronologically
from 15 months to 6.5 years. Each sequence can be used for  formal r informal observa-
tions and suggestions for observation methods to try are given for each sequence. 

For each of the five sequences these notes provide:

w Details of the sequence
A summary of what happens and the sequenceÕs salient fea tures.

w Suggestions for aims and objectives for observations

w A list of points that can be noticed in relevant deve lopmental areas

w Suggested observation methods to try
Some observation methods will be more suitable than ot hers for particular 
objectives. Trying out different methods and objectives  will help students to choose 
the most appropriate method for their real observation s in the future. (For detailed   
information about all of the observation techniques sug gested see the references 
and further reading on page 22 for specialist books abo ut observation.) 

w A transcript of the language used during the sequence

w Extra 
Suggestions for follow up questions and discussion top ics about each sequence

At the end of the notes we provide three observation  sheets devised as examples for
specific sequences.

w A time sample sheet for ÔSticklebricksÕ
w A checklist for ÔToo Many CooksÕ
w A target child sheet for any of the sequences with more than one child

Once the students have made their observations, they can then apply their knowledge
of child development and theory, and link the observati ons to theory and make an eval-
uation. It is important to remember that in real situa tions students and practitioners, need
to reach a full understanding of a child's current devel opment, language and other
areas, from more than one observation. For example childr en often behave differently
in their fr eely chosen play activities from when they partake in ad ult-initiated activities,
especially if the adult is over directive.
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1 ÒPUZZLESÓ 
15 months Ð girl 12 minutes

In this sequence 15 month old Jamie is playing with ass orted toys and interacting with
her adult carer who is sitting close by and joining i n with her play.  

Jamie plays with an interlocking puzzle, a wind up musica l television and wooden bricks.
She and the adult play rough and tumble, communicate abo ut a doll and get ready to
go outside.

During the sequence Jamie displays many different examples  of nonverbal communica-
tion as well as using speech like sounds.  She is see n to understand a lot of the adultÕs
speech and she shows various examples of emotional devel opment as well as her phys-
ical skills.

Aim of observation:

To observe the current abilities of a 15 month old gir l

Suggested objectives for observations:

Observe the range of behaviour used to communicate
Observe her emotional development
Observe her physical development

Examples of points to notice:

Communication & language development:

w Points and vocalises communicating wishes
w Gives things to adult for help
w Shakes head to say ÒnoÓ
w Flaps hands to indicate the adult hasnÕt understood her
w Uses facial expression to indicate if sheÕs pleased or n ot
w Holds out arms to be picked up
w Makes many speech like sounds
w Says the odd few recognisable words spontaneously in correct context
w Demonstrates understanding of many more
w Understands simple instructions and answers non-verbal ly

Social & emotional development:

w Dependent on adultÕs near presence
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