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Aims of the film and its use

The pack is designed to help students learn the skill of target child observation.  The tar-
get child method is used to follow one particular child in a group of children. This is a very
useful method of observation but does need practice to b ecome proficient. This tape
provides footage of 5 children in an everyday classroom situation. It is versatile and can
be used as a whole with all the provided information or in sections to fit your own teach-
ing style and needs. Although this is only a short sequence it does show how much infor-
mation can be gleaned from a seemingly uneventful ten minu tes.

The pack consists of:

w Empty target child sheet for making observations.
w Filled in sheets for each of the two target children ob served in the 

dvd providing the same information as that seen on the  screen.
w Evaluations of the two target children observed.
w Copies of the drawings of all five children.

The dvd is structured as follows:

w Complete uninterrupted sequence

An uninterrupted 10 minute sequence with introductory information about the setting
and details of children.  The sequence is of five 4 and 5 year olds, in a class full of chil-
dren, seated around a table working on the task of dra wing a picture of themselves
doing something helpful for someone else. There is one teacher. 

Each child is identified by a letter on the screen. The ir age and sex is as follows:-
Child A boy 5.4  Child B boy 5.2  Child C girl 5.6  Chil d D boy 4.11  Child E girl 4.11

The 10 minute sequence is presented initially without  any interruption so that it can be
used to practice the target child technique with any st arting objective you wish,
(e.g. social behaviour, concentration, language develo pment etc.)

w Playback with observations of Child C recorded

The 10 minute sequence is now repeated. This time ther e  is a detailed example of a tar-
get child observation written on the screen using the  same headings from the target
child observation sheet in this booklet. We have chose n here to look particularly at social
development. Minute by minute we record what Child C is d oing and as much of the
language used as possible, the task set and the type  of group the child is part of. We
identify which child the behaviour recorded  is directed  towards or who is spoken to. In
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this ten minute example the task is the same throughout and the social group remains a
small group except when the teacher is present Ð this cha nge being recorded as a small
group plus the teacher.  This section finishes with an  evaluation of the information collect-
ed.

w Playback with observations of Child D recorded

The same sequence is repeated this time observing and evaluating a different target
child. 

w The childrenÕs drawings

The drawings produced by the two target children at t he end of the session are shown
on the screen with an evaluation of the level of devel opment they show.

About making target child observations:

Choose one of the five children to be the target child a nd before starting the observa-
tion draw up an observation sheet with a grid (or p hotocopy the sheet provided in this
booklet). Decide on abbreviations for words that are l ikely to be needed often to speed
up note taking. In the activity column write what the ch ild does within each minute. In
the language column write down as much as possible of wh at the child says; conversa-
tion directed towards the child can also be added. The  task and social columns can be
filled in after the observation has been made. The tas k column is the actual task the child
is involved in and the final column is the type of socia l contact the child is engaged in,
i.e. solitary, parallel, small or large group etc.  

About our observations:

Our observations are intended as a guide for student s Ð they arenÕt the definitive record-
ing of this sequence! 

What our abbreviations mean:

TC = target child (the child you choose to observe)

Te = teacher

sg = small group

g = the child directs behaviour or speaks to another

fg = two children interact with each other
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